to God, and are of the special household of God; for
which, when they do deadly sin, they are especially
traitors to God and to His people; for they live on
the people in order to pray for the people, and while
they are such traitors their prayers avail the people
nothing at all. Priests are angels, by reason of the dig-
nity of their ministry; but forsooth, as Saint Paul
says: "Satan himself is transformed into an angel of
light." Truly, the priest that resorts to mortal sin, he
may be likened to the angel of darkness transformed
into the angel of light; he seems an angel of light,
but, forsooth, he is an angel of darkness. Such priests
are the sons of Eli, as is shown in the Book of the
Kings, that they were the sons of Belial, that is, the
Devil. Belial means, ''without judge"; and so fare
they; they think they are free and have no judge,
any more than has a free bull that takes whatever
cow pleases him on the farm. So act they with women.
For just as a free bull is enough for all a farm, just
so is a wicked priest corruption enough for all a par-
ish, or for all a county. These priests, as the Book
says, teach not the functions of priesthood to the
people, and they know not God; they held themselves
but ill satisfied, as the Book says, with the flesh that
was boiled and offered to them and took by force
the flesh that was raw. Certainly, so these scoundrels
hold themselves not pleased with roasted flesh and
boiled flesh, with which the people feed them in
great reverence, but they will have the raw flesh of
laymen's wives and of their daughters. And certainly
these women that give assent to their rascality do
great wrong to Christ and to Holy Church and all
saints and all souls; for they bereave all these of him
that should worship Christ and Holy Church and
pray for Christian souls. And therefore such priests
and their lemans also, who give assent to their lech-
ery, have the cursing of all the Christian court, until
they mend their ways. The third kind of adultery is
sometimes practised between a man and his wife;
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